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- ‘Denney, Jr. and Lt. Ceneral Robert E. Cushman, Jr R

"~ General Ralph D. Steakley was present for Items 2 - 5.
- Colonel Alexander Halg was present for Items 2"- 6.
Mr. Wymberley DeR. Coerr was present for the ‘
entlrc mecilng : ’

&

'~,1.f Natxonal Reconnaxssance Prooram (NRP) Annex to thc Space Task
Group Report (BYE 13098-69)

,aI -The Committee discussed the pros and cons of making copies
.. jof this highly sensitive NRO Annex available to the full membership
" f the Space Task Group. It was concluded that because of 'its sensi-
"-tivity and lack of general applicability to the basic Space Task
,”3;-Gr0up ReporL it Should not be further distributed. e

D ; o b, It was agreed that possxble future appllcatxons of NRO
i“:].':ﬁ;, 1 act1v1ties in support of NASA, SALT, etc. could be handled on a case
i1 by case basis. In this connection, Mr. Packard noted that CIA is
working on a paper which will ease the present resolution restrictions
ST on cameras used by NASA in its space vehicles. The Chairman asked
S that this paper be submitted to the Committee when completed.
: a _ - - . .

¢. _ The Chairman stated that he would forward the NRO Annex to
the President with the Committee's endorsement of the recommendation

"Qmw on page 21 and would inform the Vice President that the Annex wxll .
. “ilnot-be distributed to the full Space Task Group. i
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. Intelllgence Evaluation of the Photographlc Reconnalssance Drone
Program over Scuth China : s

a. Mr. Packard and Gencral Steakley strongly supported the JRC
nd NRO proposals for four 147 N/T drones to be flown over South China
Do in October. They cited the urgent need for updating the base-line
g e priority tactical intelligence on Communist Chinese activities in the
B areas bordering North Vietnam, Laos and Burma and noted that satellite
f “w =7 .. photography had failed to f]ll these requ:rements because of normal
' I heavy cloud cover in the area. :

- 4 . .
Gotl.nl 07 w7 . b.  General Cushman supported the need for priority tactical
{0+ intelligence in the border areas -and the use of drones as a good

oo {;"f - véhicle for obtaining this type of information. He observed however,
t o r¥Al . that not a great deal of information could be expected from these
T v missions which would satisfy strategic intelligence requirements.

'f c. - Mr..Denney expressed the opposition of Department of State
- ~to. resumption of the drone overfllghts of South China for the
: l~—follow1ng reasons: : co - :

(1) ., it is not pefsuaded that the intelligence requirements
e " and prospects of successful collectxon override the
e polltlcal consxderatlons - ~ R

(z2) ‘The normal heavy cloud cover in the area which precludes
-~ -obtaining much successful satellite photography also
. " mitigates against productive photographic drone missions
" - . even though the drones are much more- flexible in the’r

.5chedu11no ‘ ‘

"Politically, the'Admipisttation has repeatedly publigﬁy
. expressed its desire for more friendly relationships
-with Communist China and has taken steps to ease trade
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Resumption of overflights

after an 18 month stand-down and following the expres-
sions of desire for better relations might be inter-
preted by the Chinese a$ a sudden harsh reversal in
the U.S. attitude toward them. -

/ d. The Chairman and Mr., Mitchell Supp5rted the Defense and CIA
. view that the drone overflight missions should be:flown. They pointed
-~ out that the U.S. has continued to fly U-2 and other peripheral intelli-

gence collection flights along Communist
drone stand-down period. They expressed
would recognize the drone overflights as
designed to collect border area tactical
seriously concerned, as they would be in

China coastal arcas during the
the belief that the Chincse

an extension of this activity
intelligence and would not be -
the case of overflxghts of

their strategic installations in other areas.

e. The Chairman stated he would have a memorandum prepared for
decision by higher authority expressing the divergent views of the
members. He said this would be circulated to each member before it

- was sent to higher authority in order to assure that each member's
views were fairly presented. : -

C —m—

-:{ 4.. Proposal for Use of New Type Drone (BYE 78308-69)

a. In supporting the proposal for an operational test over
South China of the new high-altitude TAGBOARD drone, Mr. Packard
stated that it is essentially designed to collect photography of
strategic intelligence interest. It has the same capability as the

SK=71 in obtaining broad area coverage in one flight and the advantage
of being unmanned.

- b. Mr. Demney observed that the State Dcpartment s objections
" to the use of 147 H/T drones over South China, as recorded above, are
. also applicable to TAGBOARD. He expressed che view that TAGBOARD
. should undergo further non-operational testing before it is used
opers’ .onally, and if it must be tested operationally, then he would
. prefer o see this done over North Vietnam rather than Communist’ China.

<. Messrs. Mitchell and Packard noted that the cost of any
TAGBOARD test is great and that a successful ope: zional test would
provide an intelligence return.

d. The Chairman stated that this proposal would also have to Lo
referred to higher authority for decision. Before doing so, he requested
that General Steakley prepare a specific proposed TAGBOARD mission list-

- ing spec1f1c USIB-approved intelligence targets which the Committee could
_examine and ‘send forward to, higher authorlty with an appropriate

,.memorandum we e 7
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5 SAI‘S§ I'orecasf, for Septcmber 1969 o ' - .

S

L AlthonxOh not a qcheduled ag,enda item, thc proposal for two SR- 71
‘missions over North Korea contained in the SAFSS forecast for September .
7.5 was discussed briefly (see special minute dated 9 September 1969, e
~ “BYE 106,264-69). . It was agreed that these missions would not be- flown
o < - &t this-time in v:.ew of negotiations going on in an effort to- effect
G o LT e 'relcase of Lhe captured ’nehcopter crew now in North Korea. S
B
e -”—77 U 2 Deployment Exercmc td |(BYE 9090-69) -

‘-'3. The SAFSS paper dated 9 September 1969 settlnc forth the proposed
plan‘for 4-U-2R ‘deploymernt exercise to| , from Edwards
. Air Force Base, Cahforma, recelved telephonic. approval by 'nembers of
fthe‘ﬁOK”Conmlt:tee orr- 26 September 1969 ST T T
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